
I Try to Write Myself: creating identity through writing 

An Introduction 

About a week ago, we visited the SNWP middle school writing camp as students wrote 

out their author bios. One boy included that his father wrote, and now he tried to write himself. 

His words resonated with me because I interpreted them as trying to create identity through 

writing. I believe that I can create myself—write myself—through writing. 

My foremost purpose in joining the Southern Nevada Writing Project’s Summer 

Institute+ was to create a writing project, which I could use with refugee students. Because I 

have never worked with refugee students, I wanted to spend time during the institute learning 

about them. Initially, I wanted to make my multi-genre project all about refugee students, but I 

realized that I would be writing as a cultural outsider. As a writer of color myself, I believe that 

we need more writers of color and indigenous writers. I believe cultural insiders have rich stories 

to share. As a teacher, I believe that including a student’s culture in instruction enhancing the 

learning experience. For all these reasons, I envisioned my future refugee students sharing their 

stories with me. So, instead of making my multi-genre project about refugee students, I decided 

that I would include pieces that I could show them about myself. 

During the first week of the Summer Institute, I came across a study about “transformed 

storytelling” (Perry, 2008). “Transformed Storytelling” can reveal “the importance of both 

becoming educated in the U.S. and also maintaining a sense of “cultural” identity “and 

community.” I realized that I had been trying to maintain my sense of cultural identity 

throughout this past academic year as a new PhD student. I had even written about it recently in 

an academic paper, which I transformed into a One Act Play for this project. 

Observing the middle school camp and taking away the idea that “I try to write myself,” 

brought it all together for me, and the pieces started to fall into place.  

My multi-genre project includes the following pieces: 

1. A Scabulous Time: This is a collection of three quinceañera songs I wrote. I wanted to 

include early attempts at trying to write myself, which I explain in the reflection for this 

piece. 

1. I Try to Write Myself: This is a concrete essay about Bill, young adult literature, and 

Chicanismo. I was exploring the idea of concrete poetry, and decided to use my profile as 

a shape. I didn’t use special software—just Word and instructions from YouTube.  

2. The ZDP of a Chicana PhD Student: This is a One Act Play that I adapted from an 

academic paper I wrote last May. The scholars’ dialogue are either direct quotes or 

paraphrased quotes from the scholars’ work. 

3. Fronteriza: This is a poetry chapbook and the first piece I shared with a response group. 

I’ve included a reflection piece for the chapbook as well. 

4. SNWP Loteria: This is a collection of Loteria cards I created as a Scribe Report for the 

Summer Institute. Again, I included a reflection piece, which explains the significance of 

the cards.  



Finally, I would like to like to mention two things. The first is that the wooden title sign is 

covered with the pages from my book Combustible Sinners and Other Stories (VAO, 2012), and 

the second that I wrote this introduction essay as part as a “This I Believe” writing activity 

during the Summer Institute.  


